thanks to an email from kate in the kootenays

now we know

the song has been changed and adapted many times over the years to releate to the fortunes (and tax and mortgage misfortunes) of the times in which it is being sung.

most sources indicate the original words and music were written by knowles shaw (1834-1878). shaw was known as "the singing evangelist", and also wrote the familiar bringing In the sheaves.

fiddlin' john carson, frank wheeler and monroe lam, pete seeger, the new lost city ramblers and more have all recorded versions of it, as well.
